
COMMITTEE OF THE WHOLE 
Monday, February 25, 2019 at 7pm 

City Hall Council Chamber 
109 James Street 
Geneva, IL 60134 

Ald. Mike Clements, Chair 

AGENDA 

1. Call to Order

2. Recognitions

a. Recognize Geneva Resident and Harrison Street School Student Miguel Serrato On His
Upcoming TV Appearance on “America Ninja Warrior Junior.”

3. Approve Regular Meeting Minutes of January 28, 2019 and Special Meeting Minutes of 
February 4, 2019.

4. Items of Business

a. Consider Suspending the Rules to Permit Alderman Clements to be the COW Chairman
for this Meeting and to Vote on All Action Items on this Agenda.

b. Recommend Draft Resolution Authorizing the City Administrator to Purchase Ten
Saddle Tank Retro-Fit Kits for Snow Removal Equipment from Henderson Products, Inc.
in the Amount of $53,027.25.

c. Recommend Draft Resolution Authorizing the City Administrator to Purchase a 2020
Peterbilt Model 348 Single Axle Dump and Snowplow from JX Truck Centers (through
Sourcewell) in the Amount of $186,147.00.
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d. Recommend Draft Resolution Authorizing Execution of the 2019 French Market License 

Agreement with Bensidoun USA to Operate an Open Air Market on Sundays from April 
14, 2019 to November 10, 2019 on the City’s South Fourth Street Parking Lot. 

 
 e. Recommend Draft Resolution Adopting Financial Policies for the City of Geneva, IL. 
 
5. New Business/Public Comment 
 
6. Adjournment 
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COMMITTEE OF THE WHOLE MINUTES 
JANUARY 28, 2019 

 
ELECTED 

OFFICIALS 
PRESENT 

ELECTED 
OFFICIALS 
ABSENT 

STAFF 
PRESENT 

   
Burns 
Burghart 
Bruno  
Clements 
Hruby 
Kilburg 
Maladra 
Marks 
McGowan  
Swanson  

Radecki 
 

Dawkins 
Babica 
Antenore 
VanGyseghem 
 

 
 
1. CALL TO ORDER 
 
Ald. Hruby, serving as chair, called the meeting to order at 7:00 PM noting Ald. Radecki was absent. 
 
2. APPROVE COMMITTEE OF THE WHOLE MINUTES FROM JANUARY 14, 2019. 
 
Moved by Ald. Bruno, seconded by Ald. McGowan  V/V:  9-0 Motion carried. 
 
3. PRESENTATIONS 
 
a. Cultural Arts Commission Art Presentation 
 
CAC representative Tim Vetang, along with Geneva History Museum Executive Director Terry Emma 
unveiled a painting by Wheaton native Joel Sheesley, which will be part of an exhibit at the Museum, 
and then permanently housed at City Hall.  Emma promoted an upcoming event at the Museum that 
will showcase Mr.  
Sheesley’s art and invited everyone to attend.  Mayor Burns and the Committee thanked the Cultural 
Arts Commission for the donation. 
 
4.  ITEMS OF BUSINESS 
 
a. Recommend Suspending the Rules to Permit Alderman Hruby to be the COW Chairman for this 

Meeting and to Vote on All Action Items on this Agenda. 
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Moved by Ald. Clements, seconded by Ald. Swanson V/V:  9-0  Motion carried. 
 
 
b. Consider Draft Resolution Awarding Bid and Authorizing the Purchase of a Keyless Entry Card 

System for Fire Stations 1 and 2 from Fox Valley Fire & Safety at an Estimated Cost of $25,000. 
 
Moved by Ald. Marks, seconded by Ald. McGowan 
 
Chief Antenore explained the need for the key system at both facilities. V/V:  9-0 Motion 
carried. 
 
c. Consider Draft Resolution Waiving the Bidding Process and Authorizing Execution of a Contract 

with Tri-R Systems, Inc. in an amount not to exceed $57,500 for SCADA Improvements to Lift 
Stations.  

 
Moved by Ald. Marks, seconded by Ald. Burghart   
 
Dir. Babica provided background on the contractor and the City’s previous work with them on this 
system. 
 
V/V:  9-0 Motion carried. 
 
d. Consider Draft Resolution Authorizing a Change Order from Kelso-Burnett in the Added 

Amount of $5,563.27, Increasing the Total Amount of the Labor Contract to $335,563.27 for 
Western Avenue Substation General Construction Project. 

 
Moved by Ald. Bruno, seconded by Ald. Marks V/V:  9-0 Motion carried. 
 
e. Consider Draft Resolution Awarding Bid and Authorizing a Contract with J. Congdon Sewer 

Service, Inc. at a Cost of $724,750.76; and to allow the City Administrator to approve up to 
$72,474.24 in Change Orders for a Total Not-to-Exceed Amount of $797,225.00 for 2019 Water 
Main Rehabilitation Project. 

 
Moved by Ald. Bruno, seconded by Ald. Clements V/V:  9-0 Motion carried. 
 
f. Discussion on FY19-20 Budget 
 
No discussion 
 
4.  NEW BUSINESS / PUBLIC COMMENT  
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Discussion on the upcoming severe cold weather was heard.  Trash collection would be delayed by 
one day.  At the suggestion of Ald. Maladra, the committee agreed to postpone to a date uncertain 
the scheduled Special Committee of the Whole meeting on January 30.  Staff would be in touch on a 
make-up date. 
 
Moved by Ald. Kilburg to postpone the Jan. 30 meeting; seconded by Ald. Swanson   
V/V: 9-0   Motion carried. 
 
5.  ADJOURNMENT  
  
On a motion by Ald. Marks, seconded by Ald. Clements, the meeting was adjourned by unanimous 
voice vote at 7:32pm. 
 

- Submitted by Recording Secretary Fornari 
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SPECIAL COMMITTEE OF THE WHOLE MINUTES 
February 4, 2019 

 
ELECTED 

OFFICIALS 
PRESENT 

ELECTED 
OFFICIALS 
ABSENT 

STAFF 
PRESENT 

   
Burns 
(chair) 
Burghart  
Clements 
Hruby 
Kilburg 
Maladra 
Marks 
McGowan  
Radecki 
Swanson  
Bruno 
Godskesen 

None Dawkins 
McCready 
DeGroot 
Passarelli 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
1. CALL TO ORDER 
 
Mayor Burns called the meeting to order at 7:25 PM noting all aldermen were present.  
 
Recommend Suspending Robert’s Rules (Requires a 2/3 majority vote) 
 
Moved by Ald. Marks, seconded by Ald. Bruno V/V:  10-0. Motion carried.  
 
2. DISCUSSION ON TOBACCO ORDINANCE 
 
Police Chief Passarelli spoke about the current ordinance, and the fact that vaping is a new 
practice which is not covered by the ordinance.  The high school has asked for direction and 
assistance to develop a way to restrict the practice on school grounds, which cannot currently 
be enforced by either administration or the police under the existing ordinance.  
 
Discussion that followed concerned whether Geneva should move ahead on an ordinance or 
wait until the State or other communities do so first.  Peter Isaacson, Assistant Director of 
Community Health, Kane County Department of Health was present and reported that, even 
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when a community raises the age in isolation, studies show notable declines in nicotine 
consumption among teens.  
 
After a lengthy discussion, the consensus of the council was to ask for a draft ordinance that 
would ban the purchase of tobacco-related products within the city by anyone under age 21.  
The council would then consider the draft and discuss it further.  
 
Chief Passarelli stated that his department would work with city staff to produce a draft, 
modeled after the ordinance from the State which has not yet been adopted. The draft would 
include restrictions on vaping paraphernalia and also propose raising the age to 21 for the sale 
of tobacco related products.  
 
3. DISCUSSION ON TRAFFIC SPEED CONTROL POLICY   
 
Police Chief Passarelli reviewed current speed limits in the city, how they are set and by which 
agency, noting there are state, county and local roads within the City.   Passarelli said his 
department follows a policy set in 1996 which requires a speed study to determine whether a 
speed limit should be changed.  Much of the discussion concerned the areas on and around 
Fargo Blvd. and Bent Tree Drive.  Passarelli reported that a review last fall showed there were 
there were only two accidents on Bent Tree and two on Fargo. The causes were due to drunken 
driving, texting while driving, and reckless driving.  Passarelli noted that there have been a lot 
of changes in the City, including population and traffic growth, since the 1996 study, and that 
complaints about speeding are the most common received by his department.   
 
Ald. Clements spoke at length about the current standard the city uses for setting speed limits 
which was developed by the federal government based on traffic studies in the 1950’s on rural 
roads and does not reflect current traffic patterns.  Clements felt that the city should follow the 
IDOT approach which takes into account such characteristics as land use near roads, numbers 
of driveways and intersections, and come up with a new policy.   He noted further that he has 
had to tell people that he cannot lower the speed limits under current regulations.  
 
Aimee Spring, Beata Osmondson, Betsy Meyer and Chelsea Trussell, all residents of Geneva 
who live on Fargo Blvd., spoke at the podium of their concerns over the safety of children and 
reluctance to use the bike lanes which they perceive as being too dangerous, and expressed 
their desire to have the speed limit lowered.    
 
Mayor Burns concluded the discussion noting that there appeared to be a consensus among 
the council to form a task force to study the speed limit ordinance. Burns suggested a 3-4 
month time frame for the study, and noted that the task force would need to follow standard 
meeting rules, including quorum, open meeting and Robert’s rules.   Burns noted further that 
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the goal should not merely be to lower the speed limit, but rather to engage in a full study of 
the topic. The aldermen and mayor also agreed that the task force should be made up of 
citizens throughout the city. 
 
3. NEW BUSINESS / PUBLIC COMMENT  
 
None 
  
4. ADJOURNMENT  
  
On a motion by Ald. McGowan, seconded by Ald. Marks, the meeting was adjourned by 
unanimous voice vote at 9:14 pm. 
 

- Submitted by City Clerk Godskesen 
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• Funding discipline – a commitment to make timely, actuarially determined 
contributions to the retirement system is needed to ensure that sufficient 
assets are available for all current and future retirees. 

• Intergenerational equity – annual contributions should be reasonably 
related to the expected and actual cost of each year of service so that the 
cost of employee benefits is paid by the generation of taxpayers who receives 
services from those employees. 

• Contributions as a stable percentage of payroll – contributions should be 
managed so that employer costs remain consistent as a percentage of payroll 
over time. 

• Accountability and transparency – clear reporting of pension funding 
should include an assessment of whether, how, and when the plan sponsor 
will ensure sufficient assets are available for all current and future retirees. 

 

3. Policy: The City will determine its ARC to the Police Pension and Firefighters Fund based 
upon the advisement of the City’s enrolled actuary1 while maintain a minimum ARC based 
upon state statute. 

The City will make its actuarially determined contribution to the Pension Funds after the 
property taxes are received each fiscal year. using the following principles: 

 

• The ARC will be calculated by an enrolled actuary2. 
• The ARC will include the normal cost for current service and amortization to 

collect or refund any under or over funded amount. 
• The normal cost will be calculated using the entry age normal level of 

percentage of payroll actuarial cost method using assumptions for investment 
rate of return, salary increase and non-economic assumptions such as rate of 
separation, disability, retirement, mortality rates that reflect current 
experience. 

• The difference between the accrued liability and actuarial value of assets will 
be amortized to achieve 100% funding in 2040 (a 30 year closed period that 
began in 2011) based upon a level percentage of payroll. 

• Actuarial assets will be determined using market valuation. 

The City will make its actuarially determined contribution to the Pension Funds in 12 
monthly installments each fiscal year. 

                                                           
1 Enrolled actuary is a member of the Society of Actuaries or American Academy of Actuaries and is enrolled under 
Subtitle C of Title III of the Employee Retirement Income Security Act of 1974, or who has been engaged in 
providing actuarial services to one or more public retirement systems for a period of at least 3 years as of July 1, 
1983. 
 
2 Enrolled actuary is a member of the Society of Actuaries or American Academy of Actuaries and is enrolled under 
Subtitle C of Title III of the Employee Retirement Income Security Act of 1974, or who has been engaged in 
providing actuarial services to one or more public retirement systems for a period of at least 3 years as of July 1, 
1983. 
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