CITY OF GENEVA CITY COUNCIL
June 27, 2022
(Special Meeting)

1. CALL TO ORDER

The Geneva Special City Council meeting was called to order by Mayor Kevin Burns at
7:00 P.M. in City Hall Council Chambers, 109 James Street, Geneva IL

Aldermen present: Mike Bruno, Tara Burghart, Becky Hruby, Gabriel Kaven, Dean Kilburg, Brad Kosirog,
Craig Maladra, Richard Marks, Amy Mayer, Robert Swanson

Aldermen absent: None

Others Present: City Administrator Stephanie Dawkins, Assistant City Administrator Ben McCready, Deputy
City Clerk Jeanne Fornari, Community Development Director David DeGroot, Economic Development
Director Cathleen Tymoszenko

Burns invited Robert Parker to lead the Pledge of Allegiance.

2. ITEMS OF BUSINESS

a. Consider Approval of Ordinance No. 2022-28 Amending Title 4 (Business and License Requlations),
Chapter 2 (Liquor Control), Section 4-2-13 Adding One Class C-3 Liquor License for Chi-Cuterie
Board and More LLC at 321 Franklin St.

Moved by Ald. Bruno, seconded by Ald. Swanson
Store representative Robert Parker provided details on their new venture and evolution of the business.
ROLL CALL: Ayes: 10 Nays: 0 Motion Carried

b. Consider Approval of Ordinance No. 2022-29 Amending Title 4 (Business and License Regulations),

Chapter 2 (Liguor Control), and Chapter 6 (Food and Food Establishments), Article A (Sidewalk Cafés)
of the Geneva City Code.

Moved by Ald. Marks, seconded by Ald. Kaven
ROLL CALL: Ayes: 10 Nays: 0 Motion Carried

C. Consider Approval of Resolution No. 2022-54 Authorizing Execution of a License Agreement with The
Little Traveler at 404 S. Third Street To Remove Time Restrictions for Certain On-Street Parking

Spaces.

Moved by Swanson, seconded by Ald. Burghart
ROLL CALL: Ayes: 10 Nays: 0 Motion Carried

3. PUBLIC COMMENT & NEW BUSINESS

Several alderpersons wanted to acknowledge the city, emergency management, and the chamber for a
successful Swedish Days Festival.

4. ADJOURNMENT

There being no further business, Ald. Kosirog made a motion to adjourn the Geneva City Council meeting.
MOTION CARRIED by unanimous voice vote.

The meeting adjourned at 7:11 P.M.

Jeanne Fornari, Deputy City Clerk
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AGENDA ITEM EXECUTIVE SUMMARY

Approval of Ordinance 2022- Granting a Sign Variation from Section 11-12-6 of Title 11
Agenda Item: (Zoning Ordinance) to increase the maximum allowable sign area upon the State Street
facade of the building located at 302 W. State Street from 40 to 55.23 square feet.

Presenter & Title: | David DeGroot, Community Development Director

Date: July 18, 2022
Please Check Appropriate Box:

Committee of the Whole Meeting Special Committee of the Whole Meeting
X | City Council Meeting Special City Council Meeting

Public Hearing Other -

Associated Strategic Plan Goal/Objective: N/A

Budgeted? Other Yes
Estimated Cost: $ Yes Funding? No
No

If “Other Funding,” please explain how the item will be funded:

Executive Summary:

Even Flow Music and Spirits, LLC leases the entire subject property located at 302 W. State Street which sits at
the southwest corner of Third Street and W. State Street. Even Flow is a live music venue, restaurant, and bar
with two points of public ingress and egress — one along W. State Street and the other along Third Street. Per
Section 11-12-6 (Regulation by Sign Type), the subject property is allowed to have two signs per facade with
street frontage (W. State Street and Third Street). Each set of signs cannot exceed a combined total of 40 sq. ft.
The W. State Street facade currently has a wall sign above the entrance, while a canopy sign is located over the
entrance along Third Street. A two-sided wall sign extends vertically along the northeast corner of the building
facing W. State Street and Third Street. Each sign is measured by the sign background versus the printed text or
logo.

Prior to 2019, the north facade of the building along W. State Street consisted of a canopy with signage that met
sign code requirements. This sign was located over the W. State Street entrance of Even Flow. However, in
2019, this canopy and the associated signage was replaced with a new wall sign that exists today. This
installation was completed prior to acquiring an approved permit. The new wall sign exceeded the size of the
previous canopy sign. The replacement wall sign (33.33 sg. ft.), in combination with the existing vertical wall
sign (21.9 sq. ft.), brings the cumulative sign area along the W. State Street frontage to 55.23 sq. ft. — 15.23 sq.
ft. beyond the maximum allowed 40 sq. ft. To maintain the existing signage, Michael Knuth of Even Flow has
applied for a sign variation from section 11-12-6 of the Zoning Ordinance to increase the maximum allowable
sign area upon the W. State Street facade from 40 to 55.23 sq. ft.

At its meeting on June 9, 2022 the Planning and Zoning Commission unanimously recommended denial of the
requested Sign Variation because the Commission felt the hardship presented was generated by the applicant
not following the City of Geneva’s review process for sign approval. Additionally, overturning the
recommendation of the Commission requires a 2/3 majority (7 affirmative votes) of Alderpersons. Please click
here to view a video recording of the June 9, 2022 Planning & Zoning Commission meeting.



https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Er3qqCVUzEA
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Er3qqCVUzEA
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