
 
AGENDA ITEM EXECUTIVE SUMMARY 

 

Agenda Item: Authorization to purchase a set of (4) four 76,000 pound wireless 
portable lift system from Gray Manufacturing Company, Inc.  

Presenter & Title: Nate Landers, Superintendent of Streets, Fleets, and Facilities. 

Date: May 29, 2017 

Please Check Appropriate Box: 
x Committee of the Whole Meeting  Special Committee of the Whole Meeting 
x City Council Meeting  Special City Council Meeting 
 Public Hearing  Other -  

Associated Strategic Plan Goal/Objective: Vision 5 Goal L 
 

 
 
Estimated Cost:  $47,486 

Budgeted?    _x___ Yes 
                     ____  No 

Other           ____ Yes 
Funding?     ____  No 

If “Other Funding,” please explain how the item will be funded: 
 

Executive Summary: 
In fiscal year 2018 City Council authorized the repair of the large vehicle lift in the fleet 
department at a cost of $23,000. This project was scheduled to take 6 weeks to complete. Due to 
the age of the lift, 28 years, parts availability was a large problem and caused a 6-month delay of 
the repairs. Several of the parts had to be manufactured as they are no longer in production. 
During this time frame the fleet maintenance department was unable to lift any vehicle weighing 
over 10,000 pounds. Also, during this time frame, it became very apparent that staff needed to 
seek an alternative solution to continue operations should the lift need major repairs or become 
inoperable. The purchase of these portable lifts allows the fleet department an additional lift for 
lifting heavy duty vehicles. 
 
Staff has researched four different brands of portable lifts as well as spoken to counterparts 
throughout different communities for advice. Staff’s main criteria during the search was safety, 
versatility, and durability. Staff reached out to Steril Kone, Rotary, Mobile, and Gray’s for 
information on lifts they offered. After reviewing the specifications available, staff has found that 
the wireless lifts from Gray’s Manufacturing fit the main search criteria and added features that 
where discussed with other users of similar lifts.  
 
Some of the features included are wireless capability. The lifts can connect to wifi and act as a 
computer. A fleet maintenance technician can use the panel to access the internet without having 
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to leave their workstation. The lifts are waterproof so greasy fingerprints can be washed away. 
The wifi capability also allows for no connecting cords laying on the ground eliminating trip 
hazards for the technicians.  
 
These lifts have a capacity of 20,000 pounds. This allows for lifting of a fire truck, loaded salt 
truck, pickup, skidsteers, and even fork lifts. The lift has a height of 84” inches and can be set at 
any height in between to allow for comfortable working conditions. Each rung of the lift has a 
lock that engages providing maximum security at all lifting heights. An adiitional safety feature is 
the entire frame of the lift is in contact with the ground during lifting operations.  
 
An additional feature of the lift is versatility. Staff can lift equipment from the tires, the frame of 
the vehicle, or from the front and rear of the vehicle. Staff can also lift trailers including the semi-
trailer using the fifth wheel plate attachment. The lifts are portable and can be easily moved 
around the shop and even to other sites if necessary (i.e. fire station or police department).  
 
In an effort to achieve the lowest price, staff discovered The HGACBuy co-op. This a co-op that 
primarily serves the Houston/Galveston Texas area. After reaching out to HGAC they are willing 
to extend their discounted prices to us at no cost to the City.  
 
Staff budgeted $60,000 in fiscal year 2019 for the purchase of portable lifts. If purchased through 
the HGAC co-op the cost of the lifts is $47,846 saving the City approximately $3,000 if 
purchased directly from the manufacturer.  

 
Attachments: (please list) 
• Proposal 
• Resolution 
Recommendation / Suggested Action: (how item should be listed on agenda) 
Staff recommends the authorization of the City Administrator to purchase four (4) 
76,000-pound wireless vehicle lifts from the HGACBuy co-op program for a cost not to 
exceed $47,846. 
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RESOLUTION NO. 2018-56 

RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING EXECUTION OF  
The City Administrator to Purchase a set of Four (4) 76,000-pound vehicle lifts from Gray 

Manufacturing Company, Inc.  

 BE IT RESOLVED BY THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF GENEVA, KANE 

COUNTY, ILLINOIS, as follows: 

SECTION 1:    That the City Administrator is hereby authorized to execute, on behalf of 

the City of Geneva, the purchase a set of four (4) 76,000-pound vehicle lifts from Gray 

Manufacturing Company, Inc. through the HGAC co-op. 

SECTION 2:  This Resolution shall become effective from and after its passage as in 

accordance with law. 

PASSED by the City Council of the City of Geneva, Kane County, Illinois, this 4th day of 

June, 2018 

AYES: __   NAYS: __  ABSENT: __   ABSTAINING: __      HOLDING OFFICE: __    

Approved by me this 4th day of June, 2018. 

Mayor 
ATTEST: 

City Clerk 
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