
 
AGENDA ITEM EXECUTIVE SUMMARY 

 

Agenda Item: Consider draft resolution awarding bid for the Electric Utility 
Electronic Display Wall. 

Presenter & Title: Aaron Holton – Manager Electric Operations 

Date: October 21, 2019 
Please Check Appropriate Box: 
X Committee of the Whole Meeting  Special Committee of the Whole Meeting 
X City Council Meeting  Special City Council Meeting 
 Public Hearing  Other -  

Associated Strategic Plan Goal/Objective: EMS - II 
 

 
Estimated Cost:  $75,622.94 

Budgeted?    __X_ Yes 
                     ____  No 

Other           ____ Yes 
Funding?     ____  No 

If “Other Funding,” please explain how the item will be funded: 

Executive Summary: 
The display wall is the third phase of the Electric Division GIS upgrade project. Upon 
completion of this phase, all the Electric Division’s GIS data will be available in electronic form 
and displayed in the Dispatch/SCADA Room, eliminating the need to build and maintain paper 
switching maps. 
Three companies responded to the bid for the display wall system: 

Livewall Media $79,952.00 
AVI-SPL $76,869.09 

Orbis Solutions $75,622.94 
Orbis Solutions was the overall lowest bidder. 
Attachments: (please list) 
• Resolution 
• Memo from Superintendent Wright 
• Orbis Solutions proposal 
Voting Requirements: 
This motion requires 6 affirmative votes for passage. 
The Mayor may vote on three occasions: (a) when the vote of the aldermen or trustees has resulted in a tie; (b) when one half of 
the aldermen or trustees elected have voted in favor of an ordinance, resolution, or motion even though there is no tie votes; or 
(c) when a vote greater than a majority of the corporate authorities is required by state statute or local ordinance to adopt an 
ordinance, resolution, or motion. 
Recommendation / Suggested Action: (how item should be listed on agenda) 
Recommend approval of Resolution No. 2019-xx Authorizing Execution of Bid Award to Orbis 
Solutions for the purchase and installation of a Display Wall in the Electric Division in the 
amount of $75,622.94. 
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RESOLUTION NO. 2019-93 

RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING EXECUTION OF  
Bid Award to Orbis Solutions for the purchase and installation of a Display Wall for 

the Electric Division in an amount of $75,622.94. 

 BE IT RESOLVED BY THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF GENEVA, KANE 

COUNTY, ILLINOIS, as follows: 

SECTION 1:    That the City Administrator is hereby authorized to award, on behalf of the 

City of Geneva, the bid to Orbis Solutions for the purchase and installation of a Display Wall for the 

Electric Division, the form attached hereto. 

SECTION 2:  This Resolution shall become effective from and after its passage as in 

accordance with law. 

PASSED by the City Council of the City of Geneva, Kane County, Illinois, this 4th day of 

November 2019 

AYES: __   NAYS: __  ABSENT: __   ABSTAINING: __      HOLDING OFFICE: __    

Approved by me this 4th day of November 2019. 

   Mayor 
ATTEST: 

  City Clerk 
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PUBLIC WORKS DEPARTMENT 
MEMORANDUM 

October 21, 2019 

Memo To: Mayor Burns and the Committee of the Whole 

From: Aaron Holton – Manager of Electric Operations 

Re: Recommendation for awarding bid for the Electric Utility Electronic 
Display Wall. 

The Electric Division previously set a goal of digitizing the system information 
and changing the way this information is used and displayed for Electric Division 
staff, other users in City Government and the Public.  

The first phase of this plan was to procure a Geographical Information System 
(GIS) and build a network model.  This work was completed in 2018 with the 
delivery of Milsoft Utility Solutions WindMilMap product.   

The second phase in the plan was to purchase and integrate an Outage 
Management System or OMS.  This phase was completed in the Spring of 2019  

The Third phase of the Electric Division’s GIS upgrade project encompasses a 
video display wall. The video display wall will allow city staff to maintain the 
electronic model and maps of the electric system in near real time.  System 
configuration information will be displayed, and the electric system will be 
modeled as switching and work is performed.  This will have the advantage of 
reducing the amount of time and manpower required to keep the maps updated, 
increasing the accuracy of outage counts and giving linemen more information 
regarding an outage in a shorter time frame.  

Bids were solicited to design, install and support a video display wall in the 
Electric Division “War Room”.  Staff evaluated the bids based on the bid opening 
and over-all costs for the first year. The following bid tab shows the total first year 
costs from each bidder and the Bid Opening price.  
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Live-Wall Media AVI-SPL Orbis Solutions 
    
System design Included $2,000.00 $4,750.00 
Hardware/Servers $63,314.00 $58,273.54 $57,022.94 
Customization Included Included $2,250.00 
Devlopment/testing Included Included $2,250.00 
Deployment $12,385.00 $10,406.00 $9,350.00 
Travel Included $4,528.24 $0.00 
Year 1 Support $4,253.00 $4,962.12 Included     

Total Year 1 cost $79,952.00 $80,169.90 $75,622.94 
    
Bid Opening $79,952.00 $76,869.09 $75,622.94 
 
 
 
 
 
Orbis Solutions was the lowest price at bid opening and lowest over-all cost. 
 
Staff Recommendations: 
 
Based on the above requirements, it is staff’s recommendation to award the bid 
to Orbis Solutions for the purchase and installation of a Display Wall for the 
Electric Division in an amount of $75,622.94. 
 
 
Cc: Stephanie Dawkins, City Administrator 
 Rich Babica, Director of Public Works 
 Hal Wright, Superintendent Electric Services 
 Jennifer Hilkemann, Manager of Distribution Construction &Maintenance  
 Kirk Landberg, Purchasing & Inventory Coordinator  
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